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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Outline of the Proposed Scheme 

Donegal County Council propose to construct a new bridge and road alignment in the 
townlands of Fintra in the Donegal Municipal District. 
 
This Planning Report has been prepared by Roughan & O'Donovan for Donegal 
County Council as part of the documentation to accompany a Part 8 planning 
process for the proposed R263 Fintra Bridge and Road Realignment.  
 
The scheme proposes to upgrade the existing R263 with the provision of a new road 
commencing at the roundabout on the Western end of the Killybegs Industrial Road 
and extending approximately 1.4km to the West. The proposed road will provide an 
improved alignment, cross section and provision for pedestrians and cyclists. The 
proposals include a new bridge to cross the Fintra River.  
 
The project will include: 

• A new bridge crossing of the Fintra River on the realigned R263. 

• The realignment of approximately 1.4km of road infrastructure and cross-
sectional improvements. 

• A new 1.9km pedestrian and cycle route between the Killybegs Industrial Road 
and access to Fintra Beach 

 
The following drawings, included in the book of drawings entitled “R263 Fintra Bridge 
and Road Realignment –Planning Drawings”, should be read in conjunction with this 
document: 

 

• 18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3001, Site Location Map 

• 18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3002-1, Overall Layout & Key Plan, Sheet 1 of 3 

• 18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3002-2, Overall Layout & Key Plan, Sheet 2 of 3 

• 18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3002-3, Overall Layout & Key Plan, Sheet 3 of 3 

• 18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3003-1, Mainline Plan & Profile, Sheet 1 of 2 

• 18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3003-2, Mainline Plan & Profile, Sheet 2 of 2 

• 18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3004-1, Side Road Plan & Profile, Sheet 1 of 2 

• 18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3004-2, Side Road Plan & Profile, Sheet 2 of 2 

• 18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3006, Typical Road Cross Sections 

• 18135-ROD-SBR-S01-DR-CB-30001, Fintra Bridge General Arrangement Details - 
Sheet 01 

• 18135-ROD-SBR-S01-DR-CB-30002, Fintra Bridge General Arrangement Details - 
Sheet 02 

• 18135-ROD-SBR-S01-DR-CB-30003, Fintra Bridge General Arrangement Details - 
Sheet 03 

• 18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3011, Indicative Construction Sequence 

 
 
An overview of the proposed development is shown on Figure 1.1 below and a 
selection of photographs of the existing road is provided below. 
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Photo 1.1 R263 view westbound towards the first sharp bend after Killybegs 

 

 

Photo 1.2 R263 at Fintragh Bridge 
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Photo 1.3 R263 at GAA Club and Fintra School – looking eastward 

 

 

 

Photo 1.4 R263 view eastbound from near the L1205 local road access to Fintra Beach 
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Figure 1.1 Overview of the proposed development (© OpenStreetMap) 
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1.2 Planning Process 

The planning for the proposed project is undertaken in accordance with the Planning 
& Development Acts 2000 as amended.  Part 8 of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 as amended details the class of development that is prescribed for 
the purposes of Section 179 of the Act. The relevant article and class for the 
proposed scheme is as follows: 
 
80.      (1)     Subject to sub-article (2) and sub-section (6) of section 179 of the Act, 

the following classes of development, hereafter in this Part referred to as 
“proposed development”, are hereby prescribed for the purposes of section 
179 of the Act— 

 
b) “Construction of a new road or widening or realignment of an existing road, 
where the length of the new road or of the widened or realigned portion of the 
existing road, as the case may be, would be – (ii) in the case of a road in any 
other area, 1 kilometre or more,” 

 
The purpose of this report is to describe the nature and extent of the scheme, to 
outline the environmental considerations and proposed measures to avoid, reduce or 
remedy undesirable potential impacts as appropriate. 
 
A copy of the Newspaper and Site Notices for the proposed scheme is included in 
Appendix A. 
 
 

2.0 BACKGROUND TO THE PROPOSAL 

2.1 The Need for the Scheme 

The section of the R263 between Killybegs and the junction with the road to Fintra 
Beach has six sharp bends, is narrow, and has poor forward visibility. The road 
narrows at Fintragh Bridge, where a one-way shuttle arrangement is in place, see 
photo 1.2 above. 
 
The R263 is a part of Fáilte Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way tourism route. It is also noted 
that Sliabh Liag is the second busiest tourist attraction in Donegal (after Glenveagh) 
with near 190,000 visitors in 2016. The road also carries a relatively high number of 
heavy goods vehicles (HGVs) for a rural route, see photo 2.1 and 2.2 below. It is a 
strategic route in terms of serving the entire Cholm Cille / Malin Beg Peninsula. The 
only alternative access requires a very significant diversion to the north via a very 
poor-quality regional road via Glengesh where there are several hairpin bends and 
steep gradients. 

The road, which links the town of Killybegs with nearby Blue Flag Fintra Beach, Scoil 
Fhionntrá primary school and Killybegs GAA club, is also used by cyclists and 
pedestrians – although at present, cycling and walking along this section of road is 
dangerous because of the narrow, bendy alignment and the lack of walking or cycling 
infrastructure, see photo 2.2. below. As a result, these modes are likely to be 
repressed on the route despite the short distance into the town of Killybegs for 
people living along the route. 
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Photo 2.1 HGV Traffic on R263 at Fintra just west of Fintra Bridge 

 

 

Photo 2.2 Road-users on R263 
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2.2 Aims & Objectives 

The principal rationale for the proposed development is to improve safety along the 
route, particularly for vulnerable road users. The objectives of the proposed 
development are as follows: 

• To provide an improved road alignment, resulting in reduced number and 
severity of collisions. 

• To provide improved infrastructure for pedestrians and cyclists to accommodate 
the local community and tourists. 

• To improve journey times along the section of road and minimise delays 
associated with the one-way shuttle arrangement at the existing bridge. 

• The new road realignment and bridge structure is to conform to TII design 
standards. 

• The new road realignment is to meet minimum design standard for an 85 kph 
Design Speed. 

• The integrity of the Fintragh River and associated bay is to be maintained and, if 
possible, improved by the works. 

• The new bridge structure and roads infrastructure are to be durable, have low 
maintenance and to be cost effective. 

• The new infrastructure will be aesthetically appropriate for its location. 
 
 

2.3 Planning Context 

The proposed scheme is located immediately west of Killybegs and is consistent with 
the objectives of the Donegal County Development Plan 2018 - 2024 and the Seven 
Strategic Towns Local Area Plan (Killybegs) 2018-2024 as set out below. 
 

2.3.1 Donegal County Development Plan 2018 - 2024 

The Donegal County Development Plan presents a strategic vision for the growth 
and development of the County.  The Plan sets out ten ‘Key Strategic Objectives’ for 
the County. These include Strategic Objective 7: 

“To prioritise key infrastructural investment required throughout the County, such 
as in transportation networks, water services, waste disposal, energy and 
communications networks, the provision of education, healthcare, retail, and a 
wide range of community based facilities and to collaborate on delivery, including 
in the regional context” (p. 9).  

Furthermore, “Roads and access” is identified as one of seven “priority areas that are 
critical to enable and facilitate the level of population growth that is envisaged” in the 
Plan (p. 11). 

The Development Plan puts forth a Transportation Strategy, which states that “The 
need for investment in new roads access and improvements to existing roads 
infrastructure within the county is a priority intervention to be sought through the life 
of the Plan” (p. 23). In relation to the road infrastructure in the county, it is stated that 
“the Council also recognises the vital importance of the under-noted Regional Road 
network as part of the Strategic Road network” (p. 77). The R263 forms part of the 
Strategic Transport Network described in the Plan, which indicates that this is the key 
road serving the Cholm Cille / Malin Beg Peninsula. It is a Policy of DCC “to support 
and facilitate the appropriate development, extension and improvement of Donegal’s 
transport network, including the Strategic Road Network…” (Policy T-P-2; p. 79). 



Roughan & O’Donovan R263 Fintra Bridge & Road Realignment 
Consulting Engineers Donegal County Council 

Ref: 18.135  Page 8 

It is also an objective of the Strategy to “… support the development of new 
walkways, walking routes, trails greenways and cycleways that maximise the 
potential for local, regional and all-island walking and cycling networks” (Objective T-
O-13; p. 79). 

The importance of tourism for the counties economy is emphasised in the Plan: 

“County Donegal evidences a successful and strengthening tourism sector… 
Substantial work to develop visitor attractions, visitor experience and 
accommodation is continuing including full engagement in the promotional and 
marketing strategy of the WAW. The improvement of connectivity, including 
cross-border greenways is important in supporting visitor access to the region.” 
(p. 33) 

The need for investments in transport infrastructure to facilitate growth in the tourism 
sector is reflected in Tourism Objective 8: 

“To support the development of and protect the functionality of key tourism 
access infrastructure into and throughout the county such as roads infrastructure 
(including the A5 Dublin to Derry Road, the Atlantic Corridor and the N56), Air 
Infrastructure (including Donegal Airport, City of Derry Airport, and Knock/Ireland 
West Airport) and Sea access (including port infrastructure at Killybegs and ferry 
infrastructure throughout the County).” (p. 37) 

The Development Plan identifies a list of ‘key planning challenges’ faced by the 
tourism sector in the county, including: 

• “Protecting the key landscape resource which underpins the Wild Atlantic Way 
and the Donegal Tourism brand generally from inappropriate development”; 

• “Improving visitor infrastructure generally along the Wild Atlantic Way”; 

• “Protecting the natural environment including Natura 2000 sites (SPA’s and 
SAC’s), NHAs and pNHAs as well as coastal and marine environments”; 

• “Protecting historic and archaeological sites and artefacts, including maritime 
heritage”; and 

• “Protecting and enhancing the built heritage and the vernacular character of the 
county including rural areas, towns and villages”. 

Thus, the need for improved transport infrastructure along the Wild Atlantic Way 
needs to be balanced with protection of the natural and cultural heritage assets of the 
areas in question, which are the basis of the appeal of Donegal as a tourist 
destination. This need is reflected in Tourism Policies 1 and 5: 

“It is a policy of the Council to ensure that tourism related development proposals 
do not negatively impact on the natural landscape, environmental habitats and 
built heritage of the county.” (Objective TOU-O-1: p. 157) 

“It is a policy of the Council not to permit development which would materially 
detract from visual and scenic amenities along the route of the Wild Atlantic 
Way.” (TOU-O-5; p. 158) 

The Development Plan also states the Council’s intention to “To support the 
development of new, and protect the functionality of existing, Greenways, walking 
and cycling routes as keys components of an overall green tourism infrastructure and 
as standalone tourism products in their own right” (Objective TOU-O-9; p. 157) 
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2.3.2 Seven Strategic Towns Local Area Plan (Killybegs) 2018-2024 

The Seven Strategic Towns Local Area Plan (LAP) 2018 – 2024 sets out a strategy 
for the spatial planning and development of seven ‘Strategic Towns’ in Co. Donegal – 
An Clochán Liath (Dungloe), Ballybofey-Stranorlar, Ballyshannon, Bridgend, 
Carndonagh, Donegal Town and Killybegs – in accordance with the County Donegal 
Development Plan 2018 – 2024. The Strategic Objective of the LAP for Killybegs is 
as follows: 

“To strengthen the Strategic Importance of Killybegs as: a Fishing Port of National 
Importance, as a sub-regional service town, and as a regional coastal tourism 
gateway and to develop the town as an Innovation Hub for Marine Resources 
including Food, Tourism and Ocean Energy.” (p. 10) 

A number of key issues for Killybegs are identified, including “The visual quality of the 
main access routes into and out of the town” (p. 146). However, there are no specific 
objectives or policies set out in the LAP in relation to the proposed improvement of 
the R263. 
 
The Killybegs town boundary is located at the Fintra Road Roundabout at the eastern 
end of the proposed road realignment. Map No. 7 shows the route of the Proposed 
Outer Relief Road and associated junction reserve, which is at the Fintra Road 
Roundabout at Killybegs Industrial Road. 
 
The Local Areas Plan Roads / Transportation Objective is: ‘’It is a policy of the 
Council to seek the provision of suitably designed pedestrian walkways and 
cycleways at the locations identified on Map 7’’ (Policy KB-IS-4; p. 158). This 
includes an objective to widen the R263 Fintra Road from Killybegs Town Centre to 
the Fintra Road Roundabout, which has no footpaths or cycling facilities at present. 
 

2.4 Road Safety 

RSA collision data for the period 2005 – 2016 indicate a relatively low number of 
incidents on this section of the road, despite the very poor alignment (Fig. 2.1). A 
total of 6 minor and 3 serious injury collisions were recorded along the R263 between 
Fintra Roundabout and the Fintra Beach access. 

 
Figure 2.1 RSA collision records from the location of the proposed development 
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Another collision involving a 53-seater tourist bus, which was involved in an accident 
at Fintra in September 2015 was recorded by An Garda Síochana. It was reported 
that the vehicle left the road and several the passengers were injured as a result. 
 
There is further reports of material damage collisions and countless occasions of 
nears misses. 
 
There has been an increase in traffic on this route with the great success of the Wild 
Atlantic Way and this has led to an increase in traffic, including commercial traffic 
traveling along this section of the road. This increase in traffic is likely to lead to an 
increase risk in traffic collisions. 
 
 

3.0 ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

A number of route options were considered, including a Do Nothing / Do Minimum 
Option. The options were assessed in accordance with the TII publication - Project 
Appraisals Guidelines Unit 4.0 – Consideration of Alternative and Options (PE-PAG-
02013), the Public Spending Code and the Common Appraisal Framework for 
Transport Projects and Programmes with the comparison of different Route Options 
carried out using the five Common Appraisal Criteria of Safety, Environment, 
Economy, Accessibility and Social Inclusion, and Integration. 
 
A public consultation session was undertaken on Tuesday, 21st May 2019 between 
2:00pm and 8:00pm. The purpose of the Public Consultation was to inform the public 
of the proposals and invite all interested parties to provide opinions and observations 
on the route options. Several observations and submissions were received, and 
these were considered in the selection of a preferred route and the development of 
the design. 

The route selection / detailed appraisal identified the preferred route that has been 
the subject to further design, sufficient to inform a full Environmental Assessment, 
and is now presented in this Part 8 planning application. 
 
 

4.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED WORKS 
 

4.1 Road Layout & Design 

The realigned section of road will extend approximately 1.4km to the west of the 
Killybegs Roundabout effectively bypass six sharp bends on the existing route, and 
the existing Fintragh Bridge. It will typically include a Type 3 single carriageway with 
6m wide carriageway, 0.5m wide hard strips and 3m wide verges, designed in 
accordance with the TII publications, including DN-GEO-03031 Rural Road Link 
Design and DN-GEO-03036 Cross Sections and Headroom. The new road 
realignment is to meet minimum design standard for an 85 kph Design Speed. The 
bypassed sections of the existing road and the historic Fintragh Bridge will be 
retained and used to facilitate private access and to accommodate part of the 
proposed pedestrian and cycle route. 
 
The proposed pedestrian and cycle route will provide access between the town of 
Killybegs and locations along the route of the proposed development, including 
Fintragh Beach, Scoil Fhionntrá primary school and Killybegs GAA Club. East to 
west, the proposed cycle track consists of (i) approx. 0.55 km section of shared 
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pedestrian / cyclist track adjacent to the retained road, commencing at the Killybegs 
Industrial Road Roundabout; followed by (ii) approx. 0.8 km section of shared on-
road route along a low-trafficked, truncated section of the old road, which will be 
retained for local access only from the eastern end; followed by (iii) approx. 0.25 km 
section of shared pedestrian / cyclist track along the realigned road west of Fintragh 
Bridge; followed by (iv) approx. 0.6 km section of shared pedestrian / cyclist track 
along the existing road and running onto the L1205 local road access to Fintra 
Beach. On the old section of the R263, the cycle track will travel under the proposed 
new bridge, where it will be accommodated on a 3 m wide cantilevered track as 
illustrated on the eastern abutment of the bridge before travelling over the historic 
Fintra Bridge. Towards the western end of the proposed development, at the junction 
with the L1245 local road immediately adjacent to Scoil Fhionntrá primary school the 
pedestrian and cycle track will cross from the right-hand (north) side to the left-hand 
(south) side of the R263. A suitable, safe crossing design will be developed for this 
location at the detailed design stage. The track will terminate at the junction between 
the R263 and the L1205 local road which leads to the car park for Fintragh Beach. 
See drawings; 18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3002-1, Overall Layout & Key 
Plan, Sheet 1 of 3,  18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3002-2, Overall Layout & Key 
Plan, Sheet 2 of 3,  and 18135-ROD-HGN-SW_AE-DR-CH-3002-3, Overall Layout & 
Key Plan, Sheet 3 of 3 for detail. 
 
A new 26m span bridge will be provided approx. 40m south of the Fintragh Bridge, 
which will be retained in situ. The proposed bridge consists of single-span precast 
concrete beams and a concrete in situ slab. Reinforced concrete splayed retaining 
walls will retain the road embankment on both approaches to the bridge. A concrete 
cantilever slab attached to the east abutment stem and retaining walls will be 
provided to accommodate the proposed pedestrian / cycle way through the road 
embankment on the east side. The proposed bridge is a clear-span structure, with a 
minimum setback of 6m from the River Fintragh. See drawings; 18135-ROD-SBR-
S01-DR-CB-30001, Fintra Bridge General Arrangement Details - Sheet 01,  18135-
ROD-SBR-S01-DR-CB-30002, Fintra Bridge General Arrangement Details - Sheet 
02, and 18135-ROD-SBR-S01-DR-CB-30003, Fintra Bridge General Arrangement 
Details - Sheet 03 for details. 
 
The proposed road crosses a small stream at Ch. 600, where a new culvert will be 
required and another small stream at Ch. 1,120, where an existing culvert will need 
to be extended. These will be the subject of an OPW Section 50 application. 
 
The proposed development includes a drainage design featuring pollutant prevention 
technologies, including sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) measures (attenuation 
ponds, grass channels) and petrol interceptors.  
 

4.2 Land Acquisition and Accommodation Works 

To facilitate the proposed works, land will need to be acquired, subject to land 
acquisition procedures, from several land / property owners to accommodate the 
road realignment and widening. 
 
One house on the southern side of the road at Ch. 1+020 will need to be acquired 
and demolished (PRAI No. DL41351N/1/3 1340170). This house will be carefully 
dismantled using a combination of mechanical and manual operators to minimise 
disturbance to adjacent properties. The site will then be made good by returning the 
ground to pasture. 
 



Roughan & O’Donovan R263 Fintra Bridge & Road Realignment 
Consulting Engineers Donegal County Council 

Ref: 18.135  Page 12 

Two vernacular structures (essentially ruins) at Ch. 0+740 will also be demolished. 
These structures are relatively small and remote from other properties, so no special 
demolition measures are proposed.  
 
A number of agricultural fields will be severed by the realigned road. New boundary 
fencing, access points and drainage ditches / facilities will be provided for all severed 
lands, as required. Boundary fencing and facilities will be provided, repaired or 
replaced on a like-for-like basis. 
 
The old road to Corrin Lodge will also be severed by the proposed development. An 
alternative access route for the landowner has been included in the design of the 
proposed development. It will commence on the realigned road approximately 100 m 
east of the Lodge and it will continue to the front gate at the garden boundary. 
 
Donegal County Council sought to identify and contact landowners in order to 
provide information about the project and to obtain an understanding of the likely 
issues of concern. 
  

4.3 Landscape and Visual Impact 

The rugged terrain close to the coastline of Donegal Bay to the south, and to the 
mountains to the north that rise to over 500m altitude, poses a particular challenge in 
terms of the design of a suitable road alignment that will fit appropriately into the 
highly scenic landscape along this section of the Wild Atlantic Way tourist route. 
 
There are no protected views within the study area, but there are numerous highly 
scenic views from the location of the proposed development and towards the location 
of the proposed development from elsewhere in the landscape. The high visual 
amenity of the area contributes to its cultural heritage, its value as a tourist 
destination and to the quality of life of the people who live here. 
 
The route will incorporate the creation of cuttings and embankments of up to 15 m in 
height. The impact of building a road on visual amenity land-take is negative by 
default, but the magnitude will be managed by design solutions, including using 
steepened slope angle in rock cuttings to minimise land take exposing geologically 
significant features, and softened embankment slopes so that the alignment is not 
over engineered and it blends in with the existing landscape.  
 
The planting / landscape design for the proposed development will use native 
species of Irish provenance insofar as possible, and will be carried out in accordance 
with ‘Guidelines on the Implementation of Landscape Treatment on National Road 
Schemes in Ireland’ (TII, 2012). 
 

4.4 Existing and Proposed Utilities 

There are overhead ESB electricity and Eir telecommunications lines along the 
existing road that will require localised diversions under the scope of the proposed 
works. Any associated interruptions will be minor. Local diversions and protection 
measures of existing utilities will be carried out in accordance with the requirements 
of service providers, and new or diverted utilities shall be put in place and 
connections will be made prior to any existing utilities being removed. 
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5.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS 

5.1 Environmental Impact Assessment Screening 

This Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Report has determined that 
the proposed development does not exceed the thresholds that trigger the mandatory 
requirement for EIA and subsequently the proposed development is deemed to be a 
sub-threshold development.  Accordingly, a Screening Assessment has been carried 
out in respect of this sub-threshold development in accordance with Schedule 7 of 
the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 – 2019. The Screening 
Assessment has found that the proposed development is not likely to result in 
significant negative environmental effects. It is therefore recommended to Donegal 
County Council that the proposed development would not be likely to have significant 
effects on the environment by virtue of its characteristics, location, size or potential 
impacts and an Environmental Impact Assessment need not be undertaken in 
respect of same. 
 
The EIS Screening report details a number of mitigation measures that will be 
included in the design and construction to avoid, reduce or prevent likely negative 
impacts of the scheme. 
 

5.2 Habitats Directive Screening Report 

An AA Screening Report has been prepared in accordance with Article 6(3) of the 
Habitats Directive, Part 5 of the Habitats Regulations, Part XAB of the Planning and 
Development Act, the relevant case law, established best practice and the 
Precautionary Principle, considered the Project and the potential impact on any 
European sites and has concluded that the Project, either individually or in 
combination with other plans or projects, is not likely to give rise to impacts that 
would constitute significant effects in view of the Conservation Objectives of those 
sites. 
 

5.3 Built Heritage 

Four protected Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) sites (‘Recorded 
Monuments’) have been identified in the vicinity of the proposed development. None 
of these have been afforded protection as National Monuments or by Preservation 
Order. No recorded monuments will be affected by the proposed development. 

A number of structures listed on the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 
(NIAH) (‘architectural heritage sites’) are in the vicinity of the proposed development. 
This includes Fintra Bridge (NIAH Reg. No. 40909723). No NIAH-listed architectural 
heritage sites will be removed, damaged or otherwise directly affected as a result of 
the proposed development. However, the old roadway to Corrin Lodge will be 
severed by the proposed realignment, and while neither Corrin Lodge nor the 
associated entrance gates – which are listed on the NIAH – will be directly affected, 
the connection between the two will be severed and the landscape setting / context 
and cultural heritage value of each will be diminished to a certain degree as a result. 
The associated negative impact will not be significant. 
 
Two ruined vernacular structures at Ch. 0+740 will be demolished during the 
construction phase of the proposed development. The stones gathered from the 
demolition of the vernacular structures will be retained and either reused on-site in a 
visible landscaping feature / drystone walling or stored for later use in some similar 
feature, as befits the quality and cultural heritage value of the stone. 
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6.0 CONSTRUCTION PHASE 

The construction stage of the scheme is likely to take approximately 18 months. The 
construction will be carried out on a phased basis so that traffic disruption is kept to a 
minimum. The section of offline road construction will result in minimal disruption to 
road users. Traffic management will be required to allow reconstruction of the online 
sections, and construction of the tie-ins and landowner access will also have to be 
maintained during construction. A construction compound will be located to the west 
side of Fintra River adjacent the proposed bridge site. 
 
Rock cuttings will be required to facilitate the construction of the proposed realigned 
road. Most rocks are amenable to ripping or hydraulic breaking but if bedding 
thickness and orientation are unfavourable, and where cuttings required are 
particularly deep, other techniques such as pre-splitting and blasting are likely to be 
required. 
 
No road closures will be permitted during the construction phase. It is proposed that 
the road will remain open to traffic at all times during construction, and this will be 
achieved by using temporary diversions and short one-way shuttle systems to 
complete the online sections and tie-ins. 
 
Construction of the proposed bridge will require transportation, handling and lifting of 
significant prefabricated elements. The use of prefabricated units facilitates the 
speed of construction and minimises the time required for works over water. The 
access requirements for transportation of pre-cast elements to site have been 
investigated and confirmed for the envisaged longest elements. Main bridgeworks 
will be carried out remotely from the R263 but may require a temporary support to the 
carriageway to facilitate excavations for bridge supports. 
 
A number of construction stage mitigation measures to avoid, reduce or prevent likely 
negative impacts are proposed as described in the EIA Screening report. 
 
 



Roughan & O’Donovan R263 Fintra Bridge & Road Realignment 
Consulting Engineers Donegal County Council 
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (AS AMENDED)
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 (AS AMENDED)

ARTICLE 81
NOTICE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 81, PART 8 OF THE ABOVE REGULATIONS, 

RELATING TO A PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT BY DONEGAL COUNTY 
COUNCIL

TAKE NOTICE that Donegal County Council propose to construct a new bridge and road alignment in the townland of 
Fintragh in the Donegal Municipal District as scheduled below.

SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED WORK

No. Title Road No. Townlands For Viewing Plans

1 R263 Fintra Bridge and Road 
Realignment.

R-263 Fintragh www.donegalcoco.ie Services > Roads Service > Roads 
Service Public Consultation

Description and Extents

Donegal County Council proposes to upgrade the existing R263 with the provision of a new road commencing at the 
roundabout on the Western end of the Killybegs Relief Road and extending approximately 1.4km to the West. The 
proposed road will provide an improved alignment, cross section and provision for pedestrians and cyclists. The proposals 
include a new bridge to cross the Fintra River.

The project will include:

a) A new bridge crossing of the Fintra River on the realigned R263.

b) The realignment of approximately 1.4km of road infrastructure and cross-sectional improvements.

c) A new 1.9km pedestrian and cycle route between the Killybegs Relief Road and access to Fintra Beach

NOTE: Due to Covid 19 restrictions currently in place, viewing of the plans and particulars for this proposed development 
will only be available for inspection or download at www.donegalcoco.ie under section “Services > Roads Service > Roads 
Service Public Consultation”.

Alternatively you can contact our Customer Service Centre on (074)91 53900 to fi nd out more about the Proposed Works.

The proposals will be available for inspection from 9am on Monday 25th May 2020 to 5pm on Tuesday 23rd June 2020.

Submissions and observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and 
development of the area in which the development is situated may be made in writing to The Co. Secretariat O�  ce, Donegal 
County Council, Li� ord, County Donegal, before 4.00pm on Wednesday 8th July 2020.

Note that in accordance with Article 120(1)(b)(i) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) Donegal 
County Council has concluded, based on a preliminary examination of the nature, size and location of the development, that 
an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is not required.

Please mark the front of the envelope with the project name as per the above Schedule Title

John G McLaughlin., Director of Service
Roads & Transportation., 
Donegal County Council, 
County House, Li� ord.
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 (as amended) 

                                                                                ARTICLE 81 
 

NOTICE PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 81, PART 8 OF THE ABOVE REGULATIONS, RELATING TO A PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT BY 
DONEGAL COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

TAKE NOTICE that Donegal County Council propose to construct a new bridge and road alignment in the townland of Fintragh in 
the Donegal Municipal District as scheduled below. 

 

                                              SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED WORK 
No. Title Road No. Townlands For Viewing Plans Online only at 

1. R263 Fintra Bridge and Road 
Realignment. 
 

R-263 Fintragh www.donegalcoco.ie 
 
Services > Roads Service > Roads Service Public 
Consultation 

Description and Extents 

Donegal County Council proposes to upgrade the existing R263 with the provision of a new road  commencing at the roundabout on 
the Western end of the Killybegs Relief Road and extending approximately 1.4km to the West. The proposed road will provide an 
improved alignment, cross section and provision for pedestrians and cyclists. The proposals include a new bridge to cross the Fintra 
River.  
 
The project will include: 
 

a) A new bridge crossing of the Fintra River on the realigned R263. 
b) The realignment of approximately 1.4km of road infrastructure and cross-sectional improvements. 
c) A new 1.9km pedestrian and cycle route between the Killybegs Relief Road and access to Fintra Beach 

 
NOTE: Due to Covid 19 restrictions currently in place, viewing of the plans and particulars for this proposed development will only be 
 available for inspection or download at www.donegalcoco.ie  under section : “Services > Roads Service > Roads Service Public Consultation”. 

 
Alternatively you can contact our Customer Service Centre  on (074)91 53900 to find out more about the Proposed Works.  
 
 The proposals will be available for inspection from 9am Monday 25th May 2020 to 5pm Tuesday 23rd June 2020.   
 
Submissions and observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper planning and development of 
the area in which the development is situated may be made in writing to The Co. Secretariat Office, Donegal County Council, 
Lifford, County Donegal, before 4.00pm on Wednesday 8th July 2020.   
 
Note that in accordance with Article 120(1)(b)(i) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) Donegal 
County Council has concluded, based on a preliminary examination of the nature, size and location of the development, that an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is not required.  

 
Please mark the front of the envelope with the project name as per the above Schedule Title 
Signed, 
John G McLaughlin., Director of Service  
Roads & Transportation., Donegal County Council, County House, Lifford. 
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